[Percutaneous coronary intervention in the elderly].
Developed countries are experiencing an unprecedented growth in the number of elderly citizens. Elderly patients represent one third of all admissions for non-ST-elevation acute coronary syndrome in the coronary care unit. Treatment is more complex due to comorbidities. The safety and efficacy of percutaneous coronary intervention in elderly patients have not been extensively studied. Despite their high-risk characteristics and worse outcomes, compared with younger patients, the elderly receive less aggressive treatments. The risk of major bleeding and renal failure are increased with percutaneous coronary intervention; in addition the functional condition remains an important concern. Revascularization in elderly patients is not to be aimed at perfection, but at functional results.